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Audubon Louisiana: 
A strategic focus on birds 
and their habitats for the 
benefit of humanity

Roseate Spoonbill. Photo: Jack Rogers.

DEAR AUDUBON FRIEND

South Louisiana marshes and upstate 
forests have always played a significant 
role in my life. In 2012, the opportunity 
to serve and be a founding member 
of the Board of Advisors of Audubon 
Louisiana created a well-timed opening 
to help protect our threatened coasts 
and fragile wildlife habitat. When John 
James Audubon arrived in New Orleans 
on Sunday, January 7, 1821, he began to 
conceive his magnum opus, The Birds 
of America, and in the 1920’s his artistic 
reputation and conservation legacy 
became the impetus for the family of 
Paul J. Rainey to donate 26,000 acres 
in Vermilion Parish for a sanctuary - 
Audubon‘s oldest and largest wildlife 
refuge. Almost one hundred years 
later, Audubon has become a driving 
force behind best practices for habitat 
management and protection. The south 
end of the Mississippi Flyway is a perfect 
example of their focus, but the work 
is far from complete. 

Habitat conservation requires vigilant 
oversight and Audubon Louisiana 
remains focused on providing the 
food, water and protection our avian 
population needs to flourish.

Please enjoy this overview of Audubon 
Louisiana’s important work and become 
a part of this vital effort by visiting 
LA.Audubon.org.

Richard B. Crowell 
Audubon Louisiana Advisory Board Chair

Funders, partners, and collaborators also include:

Walton Family Foundation  |  National Geographic  |  Wildlife Conservation Society  |  Coypu Foundation 

Sagrera Estates  |  E.A. McIlhenny Enterprises  |  Vermilion Corporation  |  Ducks Unlimited 

The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana  |  Environmental Defense Fund  |  Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries  |  National Wildlife Federation 
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Maximizing Our Impact – A Strategic Approach To Conservation

Restore the Mississippi River Delta
Going on its 11th year, Audubon’s partnership with national and state environmental organizations 
through the Walton Family Foundation-funded “Restore the Mississippi River Delta” campaign 
remains strong. At its core, Mississippi River Delta focuses on the rebuilding of coastal Louisiana’s 
nationally significant landscape to protect people, wildlife and jobs. 

• Audubon’s team of communications experts coordinated with Mississippi River Delta partners to advance 
the restoration narrative by helping to generate over 572 pieces of earned media with 125 stories focused 
on land-building sediment diversions. 

• Audubon led the launch of Coast 360: A virtual Day in the Delta - an innovative outreach and education tool that 
allows us to take people on a virtual flyover of the coast, comparing the Atchafalaya Basin to the Terrebonne Basin 
as a way to understand land loss and land building in Louisiana. 

• Audubon policy staff worked with partners to organize Coastal Day at the Legislature in May of 2018. Mississippi 
River Delta partner entities, including Coast Builders Coalition and the state’s Coastal Protection and Restoration 
Authority, tabled in the Rotunda, and Governor Edwards flanked by a number of coastal legislators spoke positively 
about the coastal program and the challenges and opportunities ahead. 

• Audubon policy staff supported the Coastal Annual Plan during Regular Session 2018; the plan was passed 
unanimously, allowing for the implementation of over $500 million in restoration and protection projects in 
our state’s coastal area.

WATER

Paul J. Rainey 
Wildlife Sanctuary
Work on Audubon’s oldest and largest 
sanctuary in coastal Vermilion Parish, 
Louisiana, is a never-ending labor of love 
for Audubon Louisiana staff. For almost a 
century, the 26,000-acre sanctuary has been 
a model for landowner best management 
practices, and innovative conservation and 
restoration activities.

• During the past year, Audubon and partners 
worked closely implementing a project to restore 
hydrology and 3,840 acres of marsh in the Coles 
Bayou area that includes an innovative system 
of water control structures. 

• Audubon staff also launched an innovative project 
to construct terraces that are more resilient and 
encourage the growth of trees, providing an array 
of habitats with wildlife and environmental benefits. 

• Audubon communications team completed a 360 
video that allows viewers to fly with the spoonbills 
above the property while learning the importance 
of, and ways we are, preserving this special habitat. 
This video will launch in early 2019.

COASTS

Coastal Stewardship 
Conservation, restoration and protection of 
strategic coastal sites for beach-nesting birds.

• 2018 had the highest overall nesting success in several 
years, because of a relatively dry and storm-free season. 
The utilization of electric fencing (predators) more than 
doubled the hatching success of Least Terns.

• For the first time since we began the program in 2012, no 
eggs or chicks were disturbed or destroyed by humans on 
Elmer’s Island and Grand Isle, largely because of symbolic 
fencing and outreach efforts. 

• Protected 34 acres of nesting habitat with fencing, 
supporting about 500 pairs of Least Terns (about 
15% of the state’s population).

• Thirty-four volunteers provided nearly 400 hours 
of service to the program.

• Nanotags placed on Wilson’s Plovers were deployed 
for the first time to begin to understand dispersal 
and first-year survivorship of juveniles.

• Nest success modeling efforts are in development 
to understand coastal restoration trade-offs and risks 
associated with elevation and predator pressures.

COASTS

• Active participation in the Rainey Conservation Alliance (RCA) brings Audubon together with McIlhenny, Vermilion 
Corp, and Sagrera Lands to attract and complete model projects, such as the Deep Lake project that is in final planning.

• Investigating how implementation of the Audubon Beef program can help rebuild grassland habitat in Louisiana.

• Developing a plan to work with rice, crawfish, and catfish farmers whose properties provide critical 
water habitat for migrating birds.

• Sharing knowledge gained from maintaining the Paul J. Rainey Wildlife Refuge with other coastal 
landowners through various outreach efforts.

WORKING LANDS

• Plans are underway for public, bird-friendly 
gardens in Baton Rouge and New Orleans.

• Development of a bird-friendly community 
certification is underway; three trial communities 
are under evaluation.

• Working with native plant growers to cultivate and 
market specific plants for bird-friendly gardens.

BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES

• Identifying partnerships that will help educate 
the public, and legislators, on climate issues 
facing Louisiana. 

•  Continue adaptation work outlined in Louisiana’s 
Coastal Master Plan in order to offset damage 
incurred by changing climate factors.  

CLIMATE

PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS

BLACK RAILS

• Drag line surveys to detect the secretive Black Rail led to 9 catches and may help lead to protection 
under the Endangered Species Act in the near future. 

• One hundred twenty volunteers participated in drag line surveys, completing over 700 hours of volunteer service.

Species Research
Monitoring the populations and behaviors of select species to identify environmental or habitat concerns.

•  With the assistance of two seasonal avian technicians, two WINGS interns, and several volunteers, 
145 nest boxes were monitored across nine study sites in Louisiana this year. 

• Three hundred eleven Prothonotary Warbler chicks fledged from our nest boxes, average nest success 
across all study sites was 80%. 

•Six geolocators were recovered from the 2017 deployment. 

•Sixty-four coded VHF radio tags (nanotags) were deployed.     

• Prior to spring migration in 2019, three automated VHF receiver stations will be installed along the 
coast of the Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico.

• Audubon’s Prothonotary Warbler research is now featured at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and 
Preserve for the Interpreters and Scientist Working on our Parks (“iSWOOP”) program. 


