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OUR MISSION
To conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems, focusing on birds, other 
wildlife, and their habitat for the benefit 
of humanity and the earth’s biological 
diversity.

We work daily to:

ENGAGE communities, businesses, 
governments, and landowners

CONSERVE birds, wildlife, and habitats 
that support them

RESTORE marshes, bottomlands, swamps, 
islands, and shorelines

UPCOMING EVENTS
LA.AUDUBON.ORG/EVENTS

 OCT. 18  Orleans Audubon Society 
  Fall Banquet, New Orleans
  Geust speaker: Erik Johnson

 OCT 28-29  Louisiana Ornithological 
  Society fall meeting
  Cameron, LA

 NOV. 2-6  Yellow Rails & Rice Festival  
  Bird Banding Workshop led by 
  Erik Johnson on Nov. 3, 4, & 5 

DEC. 14 - JAN. 5  Christmas Bird Count

 FEB. 17-20 Great Backyard Bird Count

DOUGLAS MEFFERT
VICE PRESIDENT, 
GULF COAST AND MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY

Field work conducted by Audubon Louisiana staff and volunteers 
during the spring and summer of 2016 is the main focus of this issue of our 
newsletter. Thousands of birds are lost every year due to coastal wetland 
loss, human impact, and predation, and Audubon Louisiana is dedicated to 
addressing this crisis. Our Coastal Stewardship Program continues to grow 
– we now monitor 50 miles of beaches, which offers critical protection to 
beach-nesting birds like Least Terns and Wilson’s Plovers. Additionally, our 
work at the Paul J. Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary benefits hundreds of species 
of birds, including endangered Whooping Cranes and Piping Plovers, and 

other species in decline such as Green Herons and Seaside Sparrows. Our Rainey Sanctuary can also 
boast that it was the winter home for two years to the “better half” of the first successful nesting pair 
of Whooping Cranes since 1939 – a truly inspiring and optimistic moment for all Louisianans.  

Our strategic partnerships also continue to flourish. Our Rainey Conservation Alliance (RCA) 
has continued to prosper with new projects on the horizon with our RCA partners: Vermilion 
Corporation, McIlhenny Enterprises, and Sagrera Lands.  These tangible restoration projects—
marsh creation, terracing, vegetation planting, and shore protection—are the sorts of investments 
that demonstrate clearly where, as friends and donors, your contributions matter. Without funds 
to leverage, we would not be able to match state and Federal dollars in the ways we have over the 
past decade. In addition, our Mississippi River Delta Coalition (a partnership between Audubon, 
National Wildlife Federation, Environmental Defense Fund, Coalition to Restore Coastal 
Louisiana, and Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation), has continued its focus on protection of 
and recommendations regarding coastal protection and restoration dollars coming to the state of 
Louisiana, as well as educating stakeholders on the importance of aggressive implementation of the 
state’s Coastal Master Plan. 

On the funding front, the consent decree resulting from the Deepwater Horizon Spill laid out 
a basic formula that will send $20 billion into the Gulf States, roughly half of which is dedicated 
to Louisiana in the coming decade. Much of this money is reserved for coastal restoration and 
protection and natural resource damage compensation, including funding dedicated to bird recovery.  

In terms of our governance, our engaged board continues to grow under the leadership of 
our new incoming chair, Mr. Dick Crowell, from Alexandria. Our board now covers almost every 
geographical region of the state. And this fall, I will embark on a new role for Audubon as our Vice 
President for the Gulf Coast and Mississippi Flyway. My new position still keeps me engaged and 
focused on moving Louisiana forward, and New Orleans will still be my home!  There is no doubt 
in my mind that Louisiana’s incoming Executive Director will take us to new heights and the search 
for that individual is in progress now.

It is because of our staff, board, and partners that Audubon 
Louisiana continues to successfully impact advocacy, education, 
and science for the benefit of birds and humans. But much 
remains to be done and we will continue to move forward. We 
are grateful for your support and commitment to our work 
throughout Louisiana and we hope you will continue your 
support as we move into 2017.  

CONNECT LA.AUDUBON.ORG  •  LOUISIANA@AUDUBON.ORG



PROTHONOTARY WARBLER NESTING AND MIGRATION 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM RUNNING FULL SPEED AHEAD

The Prothonotary Warbler is recognized as a conservation priority species because its population has declined 
by approximately 40% since 1966. Still, it is not hard to find a Prothonotary in Louisiana, as an estimated 25% of 
the global breeding population is found in the bottomland hardwood forests and cypress-tupelo swamps within our 
state. As such, Audubon Louisiana has made the Prothonotary Warbler a focal species of research and conservation 
planning. 

Audubon Louisiana collaborates internationally with the Prothonotary Warbler Working Group, and locally with 
Louisiana Bird Observatory (a program of the Baton Rouge Audubon Society), Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, 
and Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program to monitor nesting sites to learn more about factors that limit 
population growth. By banding birds at nesting territories, we can understand details about nesting success, territory 
turnover, and breeding productivity.

This year, with the help of two LSU interns and several volunteers, we ramped up our monitoring during the 
2016 breeding season to include 103 nest boxes at four primary study sites across south LA: Palmetto Island State 
Park, in Abbeville; Cypress Island Preserve, in St. Martinville; Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, in Baton Rouge; 
and Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, in Marrero.

This increased effort more than doubled previous monitoring in 2014 and 2015, providing for the first time an 
opportunity to examine the interactive effects of breeding habitat type (bottomland hardwood vs cypress-tupelo 
swamp), parent age, and breeding bird density on clutch size and breeding productivity (# chicks fledged per pair) in 
Louisiana. 

For the first time this summer we also started filming parental feeding at our nest boxes, which allows us to 
quantify nestling diet and provide yet another metric to examine breeding productivity and habitat quality. 

Across all study sites, we documented a total of 81 nesting attempts in our nest boxes (not including the 
occasional Carolina Wren and Carolina Chickadee that took up residence). And from these nests more than 
211 Prothonotary fledglings entered the world this summer. We now bid them farewell as they make their first 
southward migration. 

VOLUNTEERS: 

JOHN HARTGERINK 
• PHOTOS, VIDEOS 
• BOX CHECKS 

CAROL & JEFF NEWELL
• PROW RESIGHTINGS 
• FIELD MONITORING 
• DATA COMPILATION  

CHARLIE PFIEFER 
• PROW BOX CHECKS 
  AT JELA

JED PITRE AND 
DELAINA LEBLANC 
• PROW BOX CHECKS 
  AT JELA

JESSICA THORNTON 
• CYPRESS ISLAND 
   PRESERVE

BY THE NUMBERS: 2016 NESTING SUMMARY
 TOTAL NO. BOXES  TOTAL NO. NESTS  TOTAL NO.  
SITE MONITORED MONITORED MEAN CLUTCH SIZE FLEDGLINGS RAW NEST SUCCESS

   PALMETTO ISLAND STATE PARK 47 44 3.64 >93 67%

   BLUEBONNET SWAMP NATURE CENTER 26 22 4.50 69 91%

   CYPRESS ISLAND PRESERVE 13 10 4.00 35 100%

   JEAN LAFITTE NHPP 17 5 4.60 >15 100%

   TOTAL 103 81 4.19 >211 89%

PROW = PROTHONOTARY WARBLER

JELA = JEAN LAFITTE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK AND PRESERVE



We are eager to see the results in the spring of 2017, 
when some of these birds will hopefully return with their 
geolocators, revealing where they spent the rest of the year 
after they left Louisiana in the fall. 

2016 Geolocator Sponsors:
•	 Amy	Grose	
•	 Angie	Orgeron	
•	 Mary	&	Biff	Atwater	
•	 Crystal	Johnson	
•	 Linda	&	Ed	Miremont	
•	 Heather	Conn	
•	 Norwyn	&	Lynda	Johnson	
•	 Joseph	Vallee	
•	 Kevin	Morgan	
•	 Michael	Caire	
•	 Judith	O’Neale	
•	 Rosemary	Seidler
•	 Common	Ground	Relief	
•	 Louisiana	Ornithological	Society	
•	 Louisiana	Birders	Anonymous	
•	 Barataria-Terrebonne	National	Estuary	Program	
•	 Anonymous	

We also thank these additional contributors for their 
financial support of the 2016 Prothonotary Warbler 
Program: Murrell Butler, Jerry Fisher & John Turner, 
Barbara Guglielmo, Gulf Coast Bird Club, and Rapides 
Wildlife Association. 

A big thank you to our volunteers, including Brandon 
Broussard, Emily Clark, John Hartgerink, Delaina 
LeBlanc, Dan Mooney, Carol and Jeff Newell, Charlie 
Pfeifer, Jed Pitre, Jessica Thornton, and Natalie and 
Cliff Waters, as well as our two LSU-Renewable Natural 
Resources Audubon WINGS Interns, Madelyn McFarland 
and Ryan Hudgins for helping monitor nest boxes. 

And finally, thank you to our partners for allowing 
us to access their properties for Prothonotary Warbler 
monitoring: BREC, Murrell Butler, Jim Delahoussaye, 
Donna Dittmann & Steve Cardiff, The Nature 
Conservation, Louisiana Office of State Parks, Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and National Parks 
Service. 

More information on these 22 “backpacking 
Prothonotary Warblers” can be found at la.audubon.org/
conservation/bird-friendly-communities.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER NESTING AND MIGRATION 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

THANKS TO A NUMBER OF GENEROUS SPONSORS IN 2016, WE WERE ABLE TO PURCHASE 22 GEOLOCATORS TO 
DEPLOY ON PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS! 

WHAT IS A GEOLOCATOR?
A geolocator is a 0.5-gram (0.1% of one pound!) device 
that uses sunrise and sunset information to estimate daily 
locations of birds throughout the year. These sophisticated 
devices have only recently become small enough to put 
safely on small songbirds, like Prothonotary Warblers, 
revealing for the first time how individual birds migrate 
across the hemisphere!

Estimated migratory routes of a Prothonotary Warbler (named 
Geodad) fitted with a geolocator at Bluebonnet Swamp, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Geodad was captured and fitted with a 
geolocator in June 2013. He was recaptured in March 2014 
and analysis of the geolocator data revealed that he traveled an 
estimated 7950 km through seven countries.



Audubon	Louisiana’s	Avian	Biologist,	Katie	Percy,	recently	presented	at	the	Barataria	Preserve	Education	Center	at	Jean	Lafitte	National	
Historical	Park	and	Preserve.	Katie	explained	Audubon	Louisiana’s	Prothonotary	Warbler	nest	box	and	geolocator	research.	She	played	the	
Prothonotary Warbler’s song, and explained how the birds are caught, banded and nest fates monitored. She also explained how geolocators 
work and presented multiple migration maps from Prothonotary Warblers that have already been tracked using these light-weight devices. 

Her presentation ended with the good news that our staff doubled the number of nest boxes monitored during the 2016 breeding season 
and successfully deployment another 22 geolocators. As we continue to study Prothonotary Warblers, we hope  to also begin deploying Nano 
Tags, which are very small radio transmitters that will allow us to track the individual movements of birds in real-time and without having to 
retrieve the devices.  

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER RESEARCH 
PRESENTED AT BARATARIA PRESERVE



MEET THE AUDUBON LOUISIANA TECHNICIANS MAKING 
BEACHES SAFE FOR THE BIRDS

Kelly	Dempsey,	left,	and	Kiah	Williams,	right,	were	Audubon	
Louisiana’s coastal bird technicians that resided in Grand 
Isle during the summer to band, observe and protect nesting 
shorebirds. They also lead guided beach bird walks to educate 
beach goers and visitors about shorebirds and ways to keep them 
safe	while	enjoying	the	beach.	Kiah	answers	questions	about	her	
summer with Audubon Louisiana.

Q: What did you study while you were an undergrad at 
Louisiana State University?
A: “I graduated from LSU in 2011. At LSU, I studied Natural 
Resources Ecology and Management with a concentration in 
Wildlife Ecology.  We mainly studied the common birds and 
other wildlife in Louisiana. We also studied all the things that go 
into protecting a habitat for different animals like techniques for 
how to manage habitat, food, water and plant resources.” 

Q: Why were you interested in Audubon?
A: “I was interested in Audubon because of their bird habitat 
work and stewardship for birds that don’t have a voice. There are 
a lot of birds in Louisiana, and other parts of the country, that 
need help because of eroding beach habitat or over-development. 
Audubon does a significant amount of conservation work and 
bird studies that do not always receive significant attention.”

Q: How did you find out about this position with Audubon?
A: “I’ve been applying for Audubon jobs since I graduated, 
but I applied for this job and Erik Johnson, [Director of Bird 
Conservation], contacted me. We actually both went to LSU 
around the same time even though he was a grad student. He 
was like, “I see you’ve been applying for a while. I’m glad that 
you’re still doing it.” So I ended up getting this job [in 2015] and 
could not take it, so this year I was like, “Hey I’m available now,” 
so that’s how I ended up here.”

Q: What is your favorite part of the job?
A: “Probably everything to do with the chicks. Monitoring nests 
and finding chicks when you’re not expecting to is fun. Also, 
searching for chicks, being able to band the chicks and re-
sighting bands is also very rewarding. It lets us know that they’re 
surviving and that our protection is working.”

Q: How do you plan on using what you learn through this 
position in your future endeavors?
A: “I am really interested in working with threatened and 
endangered species. This experience helps with that goal, as does 
performing outreach and educating the public on a broad set of 
topics. I want to continue to study endangered species that do not 

really have as much visibility in the public eye as much as other 
birds. I’m hoping to go to grad school and [focus] on one species 
and study it more to become an expert.” 

Q: From your experiences, what impact are you seeing Audubon 
Louisiana, its staff and volunteers having on birds?
A: “I think our presence is really impacting people […] instead 
of there just being a sign saying “don’t do this,” you can walk up 
to us and we can point out things to people. Once they see that 
the birds are here, they begin to notice the cute chicks, especially 
on the bird walk. I think it hits closer to home when they can 
see how delicate the chicks and the birds in general are. They 
get to see what we do, and it gives them more respect for us and 
the birds. Once they talk to us, they are more aware of what’s 
happening out here.” 

Q: What did you study while you were an undergrad at NCSU?
A: “I went to North Carolina State and graduated in 2010. 
I studied Fisheries Wildlife and Conservation Biology with 
a wildlife concentration. It was mostly focused on habitat 
management. I was in the south so a lot of it was focused on 
game management. We were the minority but we tried to 
make our voices heard. A lot of it was habitat management but 
we did do some identification—like the ornithology for bird 
identification—but I think [North Carolina State] is trying 
to get away from that. They are now focused more on habitat 
management and the more holistic approach which is better than 
worrying about a specific species.”

Q: Why were you interested in Audubon?
A: “I was interested in working for Audubon because all of 
my prior positions had been with the government. I wanted to 
see the non-profit approach, and it has been really interesting. 
I like how they focus on some of the shorebirds, since it’s not 
something that you hunt and it’s not something that has a 
monetary value. I like how Audubon tries to focus on other 
species that otherwise would not get the attention or funding.”

Q&A WITH KIAH & KELLY



Q: How did you find out about this position with Audubon?
A: “I actually found out about this job through a friend that goes 
to Nicholls. We met doing seasonal shorebird work at another 
refuge, so she knew what kind of positions I was looking for. She 
was joking about finding me a job that was near her so we could 
visit, and then this turned up! Once I read more and saw this 
would be a really great opportunity, I definitely had to apply, and 
luckily Erik decided to hire me.”

Q: How do you plan on using what you learn through this 
position in your future endeavors?
A: “The biggest thing that I’ve learned was how to communicate 
with other people about these important issues. When you work 
with the government, you either have someone higher up that 
you “hide behind” or you are just working on the specific site. So 
here, since we are working at a state park, we have to work with 
the park employees and interact with the public and visitors. 
Being able to improve my interpersonal skills will allow me to 
will	allow	me	to	–	in	future	positions	–	help	as	Kiah	said,	“Give	a	
voice to the birds.”

Q: What is your favorite part of the job?
A: “There are so many different things; I kind of like the variety 
of it. Interacting with all types of different people has been fun. 
We’ve had people come and say, “We’ve been coming here for 10 
years and we never knew these birds were here.” I think giving 
that wow moment to a lot of the visitors may be the best part.” 

Q: From your experiences, what impact are you seeing Audubon 
Louisiana and its staff and volunteers have on birds?
A: “Just informing people. They see these birds and they are just 
like, “Oh, they’re…seagulls.” But, once we spout out awesome 
and cool facts and show them a chick, all of a sudden they see 
why these birds are important and that they need to give them 
their space. Just seeing that moment click in their brain when 
they realize why it’s important – It is pretty cool to see that.”

“I WANT TO CONTINUE TO STUDY 
ENDANGERED SPECIES THAT DO NOT 
REALLY HAVE A VOICE IN THE PUBLIC EYE 
AS MUCH AS OTHER BIRDS.”
KIAH WILLIAMS, AUDUBON LOUISIANA COASTAL BIRD TECHNICIAN

“…ONCE WE SPOUT OUT AWESOME AND 
COOL FACTS AND SHOW BEACHGOERS A 
CHICK, ALL OF A SUDDEN THEY SEE WHY 
THESE BIRDS ARE IMPORTANT AND THAT 
THEY NEED TO GIVE THEM THEIR SPACE.”
KELLY DEMPSEY, AUDUBON LOUISIANA COASTAL BIRD TECHNICIAN



LEVERAGING THE POWER OF GIS FOR CONSERVATION 

Keeping	up	with	information	concerning	
conservation, restoration, birds and wildlife 
can be an immense project, especially on 
a landscape as diverse and complex as the 
Louisiana coast. 

By leveraging the power of Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), Audubon 
Louisiana can analyze, store and 
manipulate spatial data to help translate 
these complex issues to a broader audience 
through mapping, graphs and other visual 
representations. “Coastal Louisiana is a 
very dynamic environment that’s always 
changing; the birds are continually adapting 
and that interaction between the landscape 
and wildlife results in a large amount of data 
to work with from a scientific viewpoint,” 
says Geomorphologist and Geographic 
Information Systems Analyst for Audubon 

Louisiana, Lindsay Nakashima. 
To utilize this system, Audubon 

Louisiana and its partners use a mapping 
platform powered by Environmental Systems 
Research Institute (Esri) called ArcGIS to 
collect and share data. Staff and volunteers 
are able to use applications to show multiple 
layers of information in an easy to navigate 
map. “Any spatial information that can be 
gathered is stored, manipulated and deployed 
in maps that can be further evaluated on 
devices ranging from cell phones to desktop 
computers,” says Nakashima. “Instead of 
looking at a bunch of tables, that information 
can be managed, analyzed and summarized 
visually on a map base for presentation 
in soft- and hardcopy exhibits.” This 
arrangement provides Audubon Louisiana, 
and the National Audubon Society, with the 

flexibility to see what is currently happening 
in terms of climate change, conservation, 
restoration and wildlife as well as to predict 
what will occur within those categories. 

The National Audubon Society and its 
state offices, centers and chapters are able 
to use GIS technology thanks to 11 million 
dollars in funding from the Esri. Esri 
was founded in 1969 by Laurie and Jack 
Dangermond, known as “The Godfather of 
Digital Maps” (M.H., 2016). Dangermond 
also funds the Dangermond GIS Fellowship, 
a partnership between Esri and the National 
Audubon Society, which is a learning 
platform to bring up the next generation of 
leaders in GIS technology. 

“We use publically available data as well 
as some of our own generated data,” says 
Nakashima, “We can take that information 



Murrell Butler Oak Hill Nature Preserve located in St. Francisville, Louisiana 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

and put it into a database or geodatabase that can be used by any 
GIS analyst.” The many branches of Audubon Louisiana present 
this information in newsletters, magazines, public presentations, 
blogs, scientific meetings, publications, and coastal land use 
permits.  

There are many ways for staff, partners, and volunteers to collect 
and insert data into this system. For example, a fathometer and 
GPS can be attached to a boat at a dredging site to record the data 
digitally, which in turn can be loaded seamlessly into the GIS to 

identify the effects of dredging in a canal. 
GIS is an extremely effective analytical tool that Audubon 

Louisiana and its partners utilize in their mission to conserve, 
restore, and protect the avian environments in Louisiana. 

M. H. (2016, February 29). The Godfather of Digital Maps. Retrieved August 01, 
2016, from http://www.forbes.com/sites/miguelhelft/2016/02/10/the-godfather-of-
digital-maps/#282ccca6598c

Freeport-McMoRan’s support of Audubon 
Louisiana’s coastal stewardship efforts in the 
Grand Isle area has provided the opportunity 
to raise awareness and increase support of 
protecting sensitive beach-nesting Wilson’s 
Plovers and Least Terns - two top conservation 
priority species in this region.

Through community outreach activities, 
such as town hall meetings, public library 
demonstrations, local school programs, training 
seminars, and guided bird walks, Audubon 
Louisiana continues to educate and engage the 
community and visitors on the importance of 

beach-nesting birds and the need to protect 
them. 

Each year, with Freeport-McMoRan’s 
support, Audubon Louisiana has been able 
to grow our volunteer base and expand our 
coastal stewardship program, now monitoring 
12 miles of beachfront on Grand Isle, Elmer’s 
Island, and Fourchon Beach. After the 
Caminada Headlands Beach Renourishment 
project completes in Fall 2016, these restored 
beaches will draw even more visitors, increasing 
the need for our program to interact and 
engage with visitors and land managers. We 

are thankful for the opportunities Freeport-
McMoRan has provided us to continue our 
important work of protecting critical habitat 
and birds in the Grand Isle area.

NFWF marsh restoration site: Dredge summary from fathometer and GPS data  



WHOOPING CRANES MAKING HISTORY IN LOUISIANA
Whooping Cranes completely disappeared from Louisiana in the 1950s, and a chick hadn’t hatched in the state since 1939. The Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries reintroduced the Whooping Crane to Louisiana in 2011. In April of this year (2016), a Whooping Crane chick hatched in 
Jefferson Davis Parish, making it the first crane chick to hatch in Louisiana in over 75 years. The mom (L6-12) spent two winters at Audubon’s Paul J. 
Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary and paired with her mate (L8-13) in the winter of 2015. They produced eggs for the first time in March of 2016 when the 
female was 4 years old and the male was 3 years old. Follow their historical journey through parenthood in the timeline below. 

Chick LW1-16, mom L6-12 and dad L8-13 on July 1, 2016. Photo credit: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

3/14 New breeding pair, male L8-
13 and female L6-12, nest is located 
in Jefferson Davis Parish. L6-12 
(right) inspects her two eggs as her 
mate L8-13 preens.

5/13 
Both 
chicks 
were seen 
on May 
11. Sadly, 
only 
one was 
spotted 
two days 
later.

3/22 L8-13 
and L6-12 at 
their nest.

5/16 The remaining chick, LW1-
16, with parents. Still no sight of 
LW2-16. 

4/11 The first whooping crane chick 
since 1939 hatched in Louisiana!

5/27 LW1-16 is 
6 weeks old.

4/13 The second 
egg hatched.

6/24 L8-13 (dad) 
and LW1-16 
(survivng chick).

4/18 The two chicks were 
spotted swimming and 
following their parents 
through the field.

7/10 LW1-16 is now 3 months 
old and practically fully grown.

4/25 The chicks are 
two weeks old.

7/14 A slight injury 
or abnormality on 
LW1-16’s left wing that 
resulted in two of the 
primary feathers being 
damaged or missing 
is noticed and being 
monitored.

8/1 
LW1-16 is 
approaching 
the 4-month 
milestone 
and is strong 
and healthy.

MARCH

MAY JUNE

APRIL

JULY AUGUST



LOCATIONS OF PAIRS OF BREEDING BIRDS, 
LIKE THESE WILSON’S PLOVERS, ARE MARKED 
WITH GPS AND MAPPED ON GOOGLE EARTH 
MAPS TO TALLY THE NUMBER OF BREEDING 
PAIRS AT EACH FOCAL SITE. PHOTO: DAN MOONEY 

COASTAL BIRD TECHNICIANS, KIAH 
WILLIAMS AND KELLY DEMPSEY, FINISHING THE 
INSTALLMENT OF A CAGE-STYLE EXCLOSURE 
TO PROTECT A WILSON’S PLOVER NEST FROM 
PREDATORS ON GRAND ISLE.

AUDUBON LA’S COASTAL BIRD 
TECHNICIAN, KATIE BARNES, AND INTERN, LUKE 
CONNALLY, PLACING SYMBOLIC FENCING AT 
RUTHERFORD BEACH, LA.

A NEST WITH THREE WILSON’S PLOVER 
HATCHLINGS. THE CHICKS HERE ARE ONLY A 
FEW HOURS OLD, AS THEY ARE STILL WET AND 
IN THE NEST CUP.

PARTICIPANTS IN A BEACH WALK DURING 
THE GRAND ISLE MIGRATORY BIRD FEST 
ENJOYING THE SPECTACLE OF BIRD MIGRATION 
ON THE BEACH, AS WELL AS NESTING WILSON’S 
PLOVERS.

In 2016, Audubon Louisiana’s Coastal Stewardship Program 
partnered with the American Bird Conservancy and Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to make a substantial expansion 
in protecting additional habitats and birds in Cameron and Lafourche 
Parishes, in addition to continuing our important work in the Grand 
Isle area of Jefferson Parish. Through this 
work, we learned that where we protect nests 
from human disturbance, we are highly 
successful. We also learned that coyotes and 
storm overwash continue to be substantial 
factors that lower breeding success for these 
species.

Most importantly, by monitoring these 
areas, we have been able to work with land 
managers, industry, and vegetation planters 
to find solutions that simultaneously balance 
recreational, commercial, and restoration 
needs with the protection of sensitive nesting 
areas. Our expansion to additional coastal 
areas has given us the opportunity to reach 
new audiences and provide education and 
training programs for families and volunteers. We appreciate the 
tremendous support of these communities who have welcomed us to 
their beaches, as well as the collaborations that made this work possible, 
including the Grand Isle School, Grand Isle Town Council, The 

Nature Conservancy, Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, 
Cameron Parish Police Jury, Cameron Parish Library, Gulf Coast Bird 
Club, University of Louisiana-Lafayette graduate students, visitors to 
and staff of Louisiana’s State Parks, Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Office of State Lands, LSU Coastal Roots, Coalition to 

Restore Coastal Louisiana, LSU AgCenter 
4-H Club, RLC Creole Heliport, Wisner 
Donation Trust, and the Caillouet Family.

In addition, Audubon Louisiana was 
thrilled to be joined with two McNeese 
State University undergraduate students, 
Luke Connelly and Alyssa Richard, who 
worked with us this summer through the 
Audubon’s WINGS Internship Program. 
Their help monitoring birds, placing 
protective fencing around nesting areas, and 
interacting with volunteers and the public 
was a tremendous support to our sole beach-
nesting	bird	technician,	Katie	Barnes,	in	
Cameron	Parish.	Kiah	Williams	and	Kelly	
Dempsey, our two coastal bird technicians 

in the Grand Isle area, added new monitoring areas to our scope, and 
provided important data on the success of beach-nesting birds on one 
of Louisiana’s newest restoration projects, the Caminada Headlands 
Beach Renourishment Project.

COASTAL STEWARDSHIP AT WORK

THIS YEAR WE MONITORED 
NEARLY 50 MILES OF BEACH-
FRONTS AND TRACKED THE 
FATES OF OVER 500 NESTS 
OF LEAST TERNS, WILSON’S 
PLOVERS, BLACK SKIMMERS, 
AND COMMON NIGHTHAWKS.
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You are what hope looks like to a bird. Your 

Audubon Louisiana donation is a wise investment 

in a healthy future for birds, their habitats, and the 

web of life upon which we all depend.

DONATE TODAY • LA.AUDUBON.ORG
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