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Message from Audubon 
Louisiana Deputy Director

Cynthia Duet
Deputy Director, Audubon Louisiana

Louisiana’s coastal habitats, bottomland hardwoods and bountiful 
agricultural lands make it one of the richest states in the nation in terms 
of natural resources. The Mississippi River Delta ecosystem supports 
more than 100 million migratory, nesting and wintering birds, making 
our state a critically important stop for so many birds that travel from 
North America to South America and back again during their lifetime.

In 2016, Audubon Louisiana had many successes, including an 
expansion of our Coastal Stewardship Program to 50 miles of beachfront, and coastal policy work to educate 
state leaders and legislators on the value of protecting billions in oil spill dollars for the recovery of our 
coastal area—the uses for which those dollars are intended. Additionally, we purchased and deployed 22 
geolocators on Prothonotary Warblers during the breeding season, and continued to develop important 
restoration projects on our Paul J. Rainey sanctuary with our partners in the Rainey Conservation Alliance.  
Our members, volunteers and citizen scientists along with our landowner partners and partnering chapters in 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, create an unsurpassed network that enables us to achieve our goals statewide 
and beyond.

By investing in Audubon Louisiana’s blend of science, education and policy expertise, you are playing a 
pivotal role in saving birds and the ecosystem upon which they depend. Our conservationists, ecologists 
and volunteers, who work tirelessly to conserve and restore Louisiana’s natural ecosystems, thank you for 
the financial support you give and the moral support it represents. Together we are an active force at the 
local, state, and national level--ensuring that our state remains a welcoming place for nature, you, and future 
generations.
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Dear Audubon Friend,

Richard B. Crowell
Audubon Louisiana Advisory Board Chair

We are thankful for your generous support to Audubon Louisiana this year. This year has brought us much success in visibility, action, 
engagement, and cultivating new support throughout this beautiful and rich state. 

2016 was a great year of action for Audubon Louisiana. Not only did we review and track hundreds of bills and engaged in related 
discussions during the First Extraordinary Session, the Regular Session, and the Second Extraordinary Session, we played an active role 
in protecting nearly $800 million in funding from the state’s 2017 Annual Coastal Plan for projects to restore and protect the Louisiana 

coastal ecosystem and its citizens, birds and wildlife. We educated legislators on the need to utilize post-2010 oil spill recovery dollars from the Natural Resources 
Damages Assessment funds, RESTORE Act, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and other related funding streams to improve bird and wildlife habitats across 
the state.

We are able to engage and influence at the forefront, thanks to you. You are playing an important role in our efforts to protect birds and their habitats throughout 
Louisiana. Though many successes and victories have taken place over the years, there is still so much more that needs to be done. 

As chairman of the Audubon Louisiana Advisory Board, I have had the great privilege and pleasure to work with such 
dynamic staff and volunteers who are passionate about the protection of our birds and wetlands. Together, we have the 
knowledge, power and influence to make a significant and lasting contribution to protect the rich ecology of the state we 
love and the birds who make it their home. Your gifts help support our work along the coast, our communities, and other 
key conservation, restoration, and outreach efforts throughout Louisiana. Without you, it would not be possible.



Walker Communications Fellowship
Audubon Louisiana was excited to welcome 

Harmony Hamilton to the team as Louisiana’s 
first Walker Communications Fellow. Hamilton, a 
Louisiana native and graduate of Nicholls State 
University, was chosen for the inaugural Walker 
Communications Fellowship Program, and placed 
in Louisiana, following a national search. In 
collaboration with partners, staff and volunteers, 
Hamilton was tasked with creating content through 
video, photos and other interactive multimedia 
tools to tell the story of Audubon’s conservation 
work in Louisiana and break down the issues that 
are facing these communities.

Harmony’s many successes throughout 
the fellowship included reporting on Audubon 
Louisiana’s Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary, where over 
200 species of birds use the sanctuary during their 

life cycle, including millions of birds that take their 
final rest before making their 400-mile flight over 
the Gulf. She also reported on the Caernarvon 
Freshwater Diversion, where land is being built in 
sediment starved wetlands. Coming from a hard 
news background, Hamilton says that working for 
a nonprofit was never on her radar. However, this 
position opened her eyes to the importance of 
storytelling in the conservation arena. 

Not only has this position allowed her to 
become more creative in sharing the voices of 
people across Louisiana’s coast, her work and 
dedication to this fellowship has opened an 
exciting new chapter in Harmony’s life: a full-time 
position with National Audubon Society in New 
York City. As a Social Media Coordinator, Harmony 
is responsible for supporting the development 

and implementation of Audubon’s social media 
strategy and supporting membership, fundraising, 
advocacy, and other organizational goals through 
creative social media tactics.

Funded through Margaret Walker, National 
Audubon Society’s Board Chair, this unique Walker 
Communications Fellowship Program is designed 
for students (undergraduate or graduate) majoring 
in journalism, communications, or related fields. 
These full-time fellows are valuable contributors 
on Audubon’s Content, Journalism and Marketing 
teams, contributing primarily digital content while 
getting a behind-the-scenes look at what it’s like 
to be a communications professional at a major 
nonprofit. In 2016, four fellows were based in New 
York, San Francisco, and Louisiana. 
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Brought together in the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita to advocate for comprehensive, 
science-based restoration of Louisiana’s coast, the 
Coalition and its work have been made possible 
through the generous support of the Walton Family 
Foundation. 

Since the coalition’s inception, Audubon and its 
partners, including Environmental Defense Fund, 
National Wildlife Federation, Coalition to Restore 
Coastal Louisiana, and Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation, have:
•	 Showcased the need for science-based 
restoration to support investments in levees and 
other risk-reduction measures to protect people, 
wildlife and jobs.

•	 Documented environmental impacts from the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill and worked to ensure 
accountability for the damage done.
•	 Helped pass the RESTORE Act, ensuring funds 
from the BP settlement would be returned to 
Louisiana and the Gulf Coast for environmental 
restoration and repair.
•	 Protected and maximized funding for coastal 
restoration at the state and federal-level and 
helped identify creative cost-savings opportunities 
for restoration over time. 
•	 Secured hundreds of local and national earned 
media stories to raise awareness and build support 
for science-based restoration in Louisiana. 
•	 Advanced scientific understanding of coastal 

restoration through original scientific analyses, 
small-dredge restoration projects, geographic 
information system (GIS) mapping, and more. 

Over the last decade, Audubon’s contributions 
to this coalition and coastal Louisiana have been 
vast and impressive. As a coastal landowner 
through our Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary, as the sole 
member focused on coastal restoration through 
the lens of bird conservation, and through our 
unparalleled national network, Audubon brings a 
unique perspective and skill set to the coalition. 
Through their expertise, Audubon staff have been 
leaders in the coalition working across the fields of 
policy, science, and communications, to advance 
restoration of Louisiana’s coast.  

COASTS

Restore the 
Mississippi River 
Delta Coalition
For more than a decade, Audubon Louisiana has 
been a core member of a coalition of national 
and statewide conservation organizations 
entitled Restore the Mississippi River Delta. 
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Brian Moore
Legislative Director & 
Federal Policy Lead
Brian has advanced 
federal policy to 
benefit coastal 
restoration in 
Louisiana. Through 
his and his team’s 
work, combined 
with the help of our 
supporters, Audu-
bon has successful-
ly achieved: an im-
proved RESTORE 
Act Comprehensive 
Restoration Plan to 
guide restoration, 
the placement of 
the Mid-Barataria 
sediment diversion 
on the Federal Per-
mitting Dashboard, 
and an Executive 
Branch directive 
to prioritize resto-
ration projects in 
the Gulf of Mexico.  

Cynthia Duet
Audubon Louisiana 
Deputy Director and 
Audubon Executive 
Committee Represen-
tative for Restore the 
Mississippi River Delta
Cynthia leads state 
policy for the Coa-
lition and interacts 
with government 
agencies, Louisiana 
legislators, con-
gressional staffers, 
and coastal land-
owners and stake-
holders, to advance 
coastal policy, 
funding, and proj-
ect implementa-
tion. These efforts 
have prompted 
the success of the 
state’s 2012 Coastal 
Master Plan and 
subsequent annual 
plans to fund bil-
lions of dollars in 
restoration.

Emily Falgoust 
Communications 
Associate, Restore the 
Mississippi River Delta
Emily has devel-
oped a monthly 
Lunch & Learn 
program aimed 
at educating staff 
with presentations 
by staff and guest 
experts on a wide 
range of topics rel-
evant to our work 
in coastal Louisi-
ana. Emily has also 
developed project 
type factsheets to 
educate the public 
about restoration.

Jacques Hebert 
Communications 
Director, Restore the 
Mississippi River Delta 
Jacques has led 
communications 
for the coalition, 
raising awareness 
to Louisiana’s land 
loss crisis and the 
science-based 
solutions needed to 
across Restore the 
Mississippi River 
Delta online plat-
forms and local, 
state and national 
media. The com-
munications team 
has generated over 
700 earned media 
hits, including 238 
in national media 
outlets, over the 
last three years 
alone.

Ryan Chauvin 
Digital Marketing 
and Communications 
Manager, Restore the 
Mississippi River Delta
Ryan leads online 
engagement for 
the coalition, help-
ing to drive more 
than 200,000 vis-
itors and 410,000 
pageviews to its 
website, growing 
Facebook followers 
by more than 
40,000 people 
to 75,000 total 
followers, with an 
annual reach of 
over 4 million users 
in 2016 alone, and 
helping to generate 
more than 105,000 
page views for its 
Delta Dispatches 
blog since 2014. 

Erik Johnson
Director of Bird 
Conservation
Erik has led a 
team of coastal 
biologists to un-
derstand how dune 
re-nourishment 
projects drive nest-
ing success in Least 
Terns and Wilson’s 
Plovers, revealing 
how these nesting 
birds respond 
to nest predator 
threats and storm 
surge challenges 
following barrier 
island and shore-
line restoration 
projects.  

Karen Westphal 
Coastal Louisiana 
Project Manager
Karen leads coastal 
science initiatives 
relating to process 
and restoration, 
heads the Small 
Dredge Program, 
leads landowners 
and agencies to 
develop projects, 
and assists with 
bird monitoring. 
Through her work, 
Karen has helped 
restore 16 acres of 
marsh through the 
usage of our small 
dredge, resulting in 
improved bird and 
estuarine nursery 
habitat, and 
providing a model 
for landowners 
seeking to employ 
similar tactics on 
their properties. 

Lindsay Nakashima 
GIS Analyst/Coastal 
Geomorphology 
As our resident 
Geographic 
Information-System 
(GIS) mapping 
expert, Lindsay has 
executed several 
analyses to improve 
understanding of 
the coast. These in-
clude an interactive 
map of Freshwater 
Bayou Canal show-
ing land loss and 
other changes over 
time, a web-based 
application for 
meeting the needs 
of the Rainey Con-
servation Alliance, 
and a geospatial 
analysis of land-wa-
ter distribution in 
the Davis Pond 
Diversion area.

LEARN MORE: MississippiRiverDelta.org

Leading the Way Audubon Louisiana: Essential in Restoring Our Coast

P O L I C Y C O M M U N I C A T I O N S S C I E N C E
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Coastal Stewardship Program
Audubon Louisiana’s 2016 Beach-nesting Bird Stewardship Program works with communities and land managers to identify and 

protect nesting areas for Least Terns, Wilson’s Plovers, and Common Nighthawks. Thanks to support from the American Bird Conservancy 
and Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, our program saw a large increase in scope in 2016, expanding to beaches in 
Lafourche and Cameron Parishes. For the first time, our program had a full-time seasonal biologist living and working in Cameron Parish, 
building upon monthly nesting surveys and the educational programs we established in 2013. In addition, we also worked with the 
Wisner Donation Trust to monitor the Caminada Headland beachfronts. This allowed us to understand how birds respond to the beach 
renourishment projects on Holly Beach and the Caminada Headlands, and compare them to “unrestored” beaches.
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We could not do all of this crucial 
work without our seasonal staff, WINGS 
interns, and volunteers that made this work 
possible. Katie Barnes, Kelly Dempsey 
and Kiah Williams brought their avian 
expertise to our staff last summer to be 
our eyes, ears, and boots on the ground. 

McNeese State University undergraduate 
interns, Luke Connelly and Alissa Richard, 
each provided over 140 hours of their 
time, receiving university class credit, and 
learning about beach-nesting birds through 
hands-on monitoring and conservation 
initiatives to support our stewardship 

program in Cameron Parish. In addition, 22 
volunteers contributed 180 hours of their 
time to support monitoring, protection, and 
outreach efforts. 

The following land managers worked 
with us to ensure that beach-nesting birds 
were protected: Caillouet Family Lands, 

Cameron Parish Police Jury, Grand Isle 
Town Council, Greater Lafourche Port 
Commission, Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana Office of 
State Lands, Louisiana Office of State Parks, 
and Wisner Donation Trust.

1040
Least Terns

314
Wilson’s Plovers

286
Common Nighthawks

40
Black Skimmers

170
Least Terns

78
Wilson’s Plovers

87.5
Hours

650
People

Birds monitored to address threats faced by these species:

Birds banded to assess their fledgling success 
or annual return rates:

Education programs provided by Audubon 
Louisiana staff, interns, & volunteers:
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Nesting & Migration Program, see page 12.



In fall of 2015, Audubon 
Louisiana worked with Bertucci 
Corporation to rebuild 15 acres of 
marsh that had been converted 
to open water as a result of 
Hurricanes Rita and Ike in 2005 
and 2008, respectively. 

In 2016, we monitored this project extensively 
to understand patterns of vegetative recruitment 
and bird use of the restoration site as mud shifts 
and settles. Within the first few months, the 
mudflats had stabilized enough for vegetation 
to expand from the edges. Three-square bulrush 

and smooth cordgrass began expanding their root 
systems into the mud first, with spike rush, water 
hyssop, and salt meadow cordgrass following close 
behind. 

While the vegetation continued to expand, a 
variety of birds, including wading birds, waterfowl, 
and shorebirds, began using the various habitats of 
the restoration site. Over the last year, 101 species 
of birds have been documented at the site. This 
includes many species of conservation concern, 
such as the Least Bittern, King Rail, Marbled 
Godwit, Peregrine Falcon, Nelson’s Sparrow, and 
Seaside Sparrow. 

We also continue to monitor the “borrow” site, 
where the material was pumped out of the canal 

and into the marsh. This area is already filling in 
with new sediment, suggesting that the borrow 
site may be available for use again in the future, 
should we need to pump additional material into 
the marsh.

The next step in this project is to educate land 
managers and owners about how they can utilize 
small-dredge technology to restore lost marsh, 
based on the lessons learned from the Amphibex 
400 and previous dredge projects conducted 
between 2010 and 2013. By placing restoration 
tools into the hands of landowners, we can better 
address and respond to Louisiana’s land loss crisis.

Small Dredge 
Technology
Using our new small dredge, the 
Amphibex 400, we hydraulically 
dredged a slurry of mud and water 
from a nearby canal back into the 
marsh, filling 15 acres of open water.Sediment was dredged from a nearby canal into the marsh. Photos: Karen Westphal
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Wading birds, waterfowl, and shorebirds in 
newly formed land. 
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BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES

Program Overview
In addition to providing on-
the-ground conservation for 
birds and the habitats they 
depend on, our staff and 
volunteers engage people 
and their communities by 
educating them about the 
threats birds face, and what 
they can do to get involved. 
Through our Beach-nesting 
Bird Stewardship program, 
Prothonotary Warbler 
program, and other outreach 
activities, we reached over 
2,400 people throughout 
Louisiana and educated 
them on important topics, 
such as avian migration 
challenges, native plants for 
birds, Louisiana’s coastal 
land loss crisis, and climate 
change impact on birds. 
We also share ways to get 
involved as a volunteer and 
with citizen science projects 
like Audubon’s Christmas Bird 
Count, Great Backyard Bird 
Count, Audubon Coastal Bird 
Survey, and Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s Nest Watch. 
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John Hartgerink spends much of his time 
volunteering at BREC’s Bluebonnet Swamp Nature 
Center. He works with a crew of volunteers to 
monitor over 24 Prothonotary Warbler nest boxes 
each year, providing detailed information about 
clutch size, fledgling success, and the annual return 
rates of color-banded adults. Carol and Jeff Newell, 
Jim Boutte and Jerry Seagle also helped John with 
these Prothonotary Warbler monitoring initiatives.

Dan Mooney is a licensed bird bander and 
volunteers as a Primary Bander for the Louisiana 
Bird Observatory, a program of the Baton 
Rouge Audubon Society. In 2016, he provided 
expert support at Audubon Louisiana banding 
demonstrations, including the Yellow Rails and Rice 
Festival, Grand Isle School, and the 2nd annual St. 
Bernard Bird Festival. He also helped with some 
early-season monitoring and symbolic fencing 
placement for our Coastal Stewardship Program.

Jed Pitre is an active volunteer, participating in 
many different aspects of Audubon Louisiana 
programs. In 2016, he participated as a 
Prothonotary Warbler nest box monitor at Jean 
Lafitte National Historical Park, a shorebird 
surveyor and trainer for the Audubon Coastal Bird 
Survey, and provided support for various education 
programs.

Volunteer Spotlight
Audubon Louisiana “super-volunteers” make tremendous contributions to our conservation programs 
and projects, and serve as bird ambassadors within their communities. The following three super-
volunteers, who have been active in our programs for many years, provided over 50 hours of volunteer 
service each in 2016. 

Another nine volunteers provided over 10 hours of volunteer service in 2016:
Rebecca Altobelli, Sarah Bolinger, Sadie Buller, Emma DeLeon, Brooklyn Ferks, Warren James, Katrina Hucks, Delaina LeBlanc, and Charlie Pfiefer.
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NESTING
The Prothonotary Warbler 

remains a focal species of research 
and conservation planning for 
Audubon Louisiana. During the 
2016 breeding season, we deployed 
and monitored 103 nest boxes 
at four study sites across south 
LA: Palmetto Island State Park, in 
Abbeville; Cypress Island Preserve, 
in St. Martinville; Bluebonnet Swamp 
Nature Center, in Baton Rouge; 
and Jean Lafitte National Historical 
Park and Preserve, in Marrero. 
Audubon Louisiana volunteers were 
instrumental in helping monitor the 
nest boxes twice a week.

Nest boxes are constructed with 
a 1 ¼ inch cavity hole, which prevents 
the larger Brown-headed Cowbird 
from parasitizing Prothonotary 
Warbler nests. They are also 
outfitted with a predator guard, 
which has been successful at nearly 
eliminating nest depredation by 
mammals and snakes. Nest success 
(percent of nests that fledged one or 

more young) was 91% during 2016. 
We were fortunate to be joined 

this season by two incredible 
Audubon WINGS interns, Madelyn 
McFarland and Ryan Hudgins, 
who assisted our Avian Biologist, 
Katie Percy, in the field during the 
2016 season. Ryan and Madelyn, 
both students in the School of 
Renewable Natural Resources at 
LSU, received college credit for the 
experience they gained in avian 
field techniques, as well as data 
management and analysis.  They 
also presented a portion of our 
findings at the Louisiana Association 
of Professional Biologists 2016 
Fall Symposium. Ryan focused on 
Prothonotary Warbler occupancy 
and reproductive success in wooden 
versus plastic nest boxes. Madelyn 
was awarded second place among 
the students at the Symposium 
for her presentation titled, 
“Prothonotary Warbler Nestling Diet 
and Parental Provisioning Rates at 
BREC’s Bluebonnet Swamp Nature 

Center.” We are extremely proud 
of both Ryan and Madelyn for their 
hard work, professionalism, and 
dedication to our Prothonotary 
Warbler program throughout their 
internships.  
MIGRATION

We use geolocators, weighing 
only 0.5 grams, placed on 
Prothonotary Warblers to study their 
migration routes and learn where 
they spend the winter. To obtain the 
location data from a geolocator, we 
must recapture the birds carrying the 
units when they return in the spring. 
Luckily, the species displays strong 
site fidelity, with some returning 
to the exact same nesting location 
year after year. We anxiously await 
their return this spring, to build upon 
data collected from 11 geolocators 
previously recovered from 
Prothonotary Warblers in LA. 

We also continued working 
with partners in the Prothonotary 
Warbler Working Group. Through 
this collaboration, we are gaining 

greater insight into the migration 
and overwintering patterns of 
Prothonotary Warblers from 
across the breeding range (which 
extends throughout most of the 
southeastern US), in appropriate 
lowland habitat. Preliminary data 
from geolocators collected from 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Ohio, South 
Carolina, and Virginia indicate that 
at least some Prothonotary Warblers 
from these breeding areas converge 
on the Magdalena River Valley in 
central Colombia, suggesting this 
may be an important region to focus 
conservation efforts for this species. 

We look forward to the continued 
growth of our Prothonotary Warbler 
research program as we head into 
the 2017 breeding season. Generous 
support from the Coypu Foundation 
has made it possible to hire one full-
time field technician, as well as two 
interns in the coming year. 

Prothonotary Warbler 
Nesting & Migration Program
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Photo by John Hartgerink

Lafayette Birders Anonymous
Rapides Wildlife Foundation
Common Ground Relief
Gulf Coast Bird Club
Barataria-Terrebonne National 
Estuary Program

Mary & Biff Atwater
Murrell Butler
Michael Caire
Heather Conn
Jerry Fisher & John Turner
Amy Grose

Barbara Guglielmo
Jay Guillory
Crystal Johnson
Norwyn & Linda Johnson
Linda Miremont
Kevin Morgan

Judith O’Neale
Angie Orgeron
Rosemary Seidler
Joseph Vallee
Anonymous

Thanks to generous sponsors, we were able to deploy another 22 geolocators on adult Prothonotary Warblers during the 2016 summer breeding season:
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Audubon Louisiana is the voice of birds for our state. With your support we 
are protecting bird species across the state through sound conservation. 
Where birds thrive, people prosper. Thank you for your support!

EXPENSES: $2,630,912
MISSISSIPPI RIVER DELTA  74%

RAINEY CONSERVATION ALLIANCE 7%

OTHER  5%

COASTAL STEWARDSHIP  5%

DEVELOPMENT  4%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER  3%

ADMINISTRATION  2%

REVENUE: $3,240,506
CONTRIBUTIONS  75%

SALES  9% 

ENDOWMENTS  8%

GOVERNMENT GRANTS  8%

EVENTS AND OTHER PROJECTS  <1%
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$1,000,000+
Walton Family Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Coypu Foundation Trust

$25,000 - $49,999
Vermilion Corporation
Vermilion Gator Farm

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Porteus Burke
Christian and Kia Brown
LLOX, LLC

$5,000 - $9,999
Richard Crowell
Freeport-McMoRan Inc.
Cathy Pierson
Sandy Villere

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Kevin O. Long
Judith O’Neale
Richard Strub
John Turner & Jerry Fischer
Lynda D. Woolard  

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Ellen and Mac Ball
Catherine Holmes Coates
Catherine & David Edwards
Anthony Fernandez
Jorgensen Foundation
Joyce Thibodeaux
Keith Thomas 
                                                                                     
$499 AND UNDER                 
Anonymous
Alabama Ornithological 
Society
Mary & Biff Atwater   
Barataria-Terrebonne 
National Estuary Program            
Katie Barrett Barnes
Elton Beallieu, Jr.
Jerri G. Becnel   
Barbara Biggs
Harold Block
Ellizabeth B. Borne
Joelle Boudreaux
Lauren Bourg    
Anne Bradburn 
Jim & Barbara Burton
Murrell Butler
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Caire 
Betty Calzada 
David Campbell
Christopher Canfield

John Carpenter III
Betty Carr 
Linda Carroll
Storey Charbonnet
Beverly B. Chaussy  
Chevron - Humankind 
Matching Gift     
Dudley Coates
Common Ground Relief, Inc.
Heather Conn
Jennifer Coulson   
Melanie Driscoll
Debbie Dumas 
Emergency Animal Hospital 
of NW Austin
R. L. Emory, Jr.
Rosemary T. Eng 
Rachel Engelson 
ExxonMobil Foundation
Amy Gagnard
Amy E. Grose
Mr. & Mrs. F. X. Guglielmo 
Gulf Coast Bird Club
Meena Haque
Nira Haque
Rachel & Mark Hausmann
Jacqueline Anne Hoffman
John Hopper
Arthur Hubbard
Maxwell James
Crystal Johnson
Erik Johnson
Norwyn Johnson

Mary Johnson
Mary Mcneilly Jones
Yvette Jones
Rebecca Kranz
Catherine Kuhlman
Elizabeth M. Landis
Carla Landry
Julia Lightner
Louisiana Birders Anonymous
Mignon Faget, Ltd.
Douglas Meffert 
Linda Miremont 
Kevin Morgan
Helaine Moyse 
Shannon Neveaux 
Judith O’Neale
Angie Orgeron
Stephen L. Pagans 
Katie Percy
Rapides Wildlife Foundation
Kimberly Davis Reyher
Emory Rosamond
Sherrill Sagrera  
Gary Sander
Rosemary Seidler
Dr. & Mrs. C. H. Sheely 
James Theus    
Cathy & Chuck Thomason
Alan A. Troy       
Bert Turner
Joseph Vallee
Roxanne Webb

Seeds for Success
Audubon Louisiana is 
honored to recognize 
the individuals, 
foundations, and 
corporations who have 
supported our work. 
Without your donations, 
achieving our mission 
to save birds and 
habitats in Louisiana 
would not be possible. 
Thank you for planting 
the seeds of success for 
future generations of 
people and birds! We 
are grateful for every 
donor and every gift.
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Christian “Christy” Brown is the Managing 
Director of NOLA Holdings, LLC, a private equity 
investment firm owning interests in numerous 
specialty, niche businesses. He was the inaugural 
chairman of the Audubon Louisiana advisory 
board and is now a member of National Audubon 
Society’s board of directors, as well as Audubon 
President and CEO David Yarnold’s Leadership 
Council.  

Growing up in New Orleans, Brown spent a 
great amount of time in the marshes south of the 
city and on his family’s land at Avery Island. He 
became interested in Audubon Louisiana through 
its work with the Rainey Conservation Alliance 
(RCA), a partnership that includes Audubon 

and other private landowners, including Browns 
family’s land. The RCA has proven the power and 
effectiveness of landowners working together - 
since its inception, $1.3M in private investments 
for RCA have yielded $65M in on-the-ground 
restoration.

Brown’s relationship with Audubon Louisiana 
also transcends beyond family generations. 
His great-grandfather, E.A. McIlhenny, was the 
inaugural president of the Louisiana chapter and 
set quite an example with his conservation work. 
McIlhenny played an instrumental role in saving the 
snowy egret, banded nearly 100,000 birds during 
his lifetime, tirelessly worked for the passage of the 
Lacey Act making market hunting of wildlife illegal, 

and wrote numerous books about Louisiana’s flora 
and fauna. He left a family legacy that Brown wants 
to see passed on to his great-grandchildren.  

Celebrating and preserving Louisiana’s unique 
history and culture is important to Brown. Like 
many Louisianians, Brown is a sportsman, a 
pastime he enjoys with his wife, Kia Silverman 
Brown. Their hobbies include hunting, fishing, 
boating, hiking, and snow skiing.  Since their 
day-to-day schedules tends to be filled with 
business and volunteer activities, they have made 
it a priority to spend time in nature, which allows 
Brown and Kia to decompress and recharge their 
batteries.

Christy Brown
As chairman of Audubon Louisiana’s advisory 
board, Brown played a critical role in developing 
the state’s inaugural board and strategic plan, 
and raised the voice of Louisiana and the 
Mississippi River Delta in Audubon’s overall 
strategic narrative.
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2016 Board of Advisors
Richard Crowell (Chair)
Alexandria, LA

Charles Allen
New Orleans, LA

Suzanne Apple
Avery Island, LA

John Besh
Mandeville, LA

Christian T. Brown
New Orleans, LA

Kristin Brown
Monroe, LA

Porteus Burke
Abbeville, LA 

Storey Charbonnet
New Orleans, LA

Leslie Godchaux
Abbeville, LA

Maureen Harbourt
Baton Rouge, LA

Yvette Jones
New Orleans, LA

Kevin O. Long
Shreveport, LA

Douglas J. Meffert
New Orleans, LA

Cathy Pierson
New Orleans, LA

Sherrill Sagrera
Abbeville, LA

Dr. Oliver Sartor
New Orleans, LA

AUDUBON LOUISIANA BOARD & STAFF

Louisiana Staff
Douglas J. Meffert
VP, Gulf Coast and Mississippi Flyway
(Former Executive Director)

Cynthia Duet
Deputy Director

Erik Johnson
Director of Bird Conservation

Lauren Bourg
Communications Manager

Ryan Chauvin
Digital Marketing and Communications 
Manager, MRDRC

Emily Falgoust
Communications Associate, MRDRC

Meena Haque
Development Associate

Jacques Hebert
Communications Director, MRDRC 

Carla Landry
Regional Business Manager

Lindsay Nakashima 
Geomorphologist and Geographic 
Information Systems Analyst

Katie Percy
Avian Biologist

Jacques Vincent
Assistant Land Steward, Paul J. Rainey 
Wildlife Sanctuary

Timmy Vincent
Senior Manager, Paul J. Rainey Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

Karen Westphal
Coastal Project Manager

Harmony Hamilton
Walker Communications Intern 

Katie Barnes
Avian Seasonal Technician 

Kelly Dempsey
Avian Seasonal Technician

Kiah Williams
Avian Seasonal Technician
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Take a stand with us. Donate at la.audubon.org.


